Haem 2003 q16
16.  Man with B cell lymphoma.  Best way to distinguish clonality is when they all show:

a) CD19

b) CD20

c) CD5

d) K light chain
e) IgM   
Answer D

In most B-cell lymphomas and leukemias, clonality can be determined by immunohistochemistry or flow cytometry. Determination is based on the demonstration of immunoglobulin light chain restriction.
B-cell lymphomas are monoclonal and therefore should express exclusively either kappa or lamba light chains. Identification of a "clonal excess" aids in the diagnosis of a monoclonal B-cell neoplasm by flow cytometry.

