2003 RNSH RESPIRATORY QU. 4

Middle aged man with SOB for invx.  Bronch shows endobronchial tumour.  CT scan shown.  Stage of cancer?

a) T4N1M1

b) T2N2M1

c) T1N1M1

d) T2N1M0

e) T4N1M0

Answer depends on interpretation of CT scan, and is based on the International Staging System for Lung Cancer (1997 revision).

Pleural effusion makes it T4, so it’s narrowed down to A and E.

From my interpretation of the scan, there are no liver mets, but I think I can see adrenal mets.  Hence the answer is A.

